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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - CENTRAL DISTRICT 


LOS ANGELES SUNSHINE COALITION | CaseNo. #425 TePOOTYS 


Petitioner, Verified Petition for Writ of Mandate 
Ordering Compliance with the California 
VS. Public Records Act 
LOS ANGELES CHINATOWN [Government Code $$ 6250 et seg.; Code of 
BUSINESS COUNCIL, a nonprofit Civil Procedure § 1085] 
corporation, 
Respondent. 
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Petitioner Los Angeles Sunshine Coalition petitions this Court for a writ of mandate requiring 
the Los Angeles Chinatown Business Council (the “Respondent”) to immediately make available 
to Petitioner public records lawfully requested by Petitioner pursuant to the California Public 
Records Act (“CPRA”), Government Code section 6250, et seq.” Petitioner also respectfully 
requests that this Court grant relief in the form of costs of suit, attorney’s fees, and other 
appropriate and just relief resulting from Respondent’s unlawful conduct. Petitioner alleges as 
follows: 

PARTIES 

1. Petitioner the Los Angeles Sunshine Coalition (“LASC”) is an unincorporated association 
that uses public records requests to collect and publish information about government activity in 
the Los Angeles area. LASC advocates for transparency in government records and public 
meetings. For example, LASC recently testified before the Senate Committee on Governance 
and Finance regarding potential changes in California open government law. LASC is a member 
of the public within the meaning of section 6252, subdivisions (b) and (c). 

2. Respondent the Los Angeles Chinatown Business Council is a property owners’ 
association pursuant to the Property and Business Improvement District Law of 1994, California 
Streets & Highways Code section 36600, et seq. Respondent contracts with the City of Los 
Angeles to administer the Greater Chinatown Business Improvement District (“BID”). 
Respondent is subject to the CPRA as a matter of state law. (California Streets & Highways 
Code § 36612.) 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

3. This court has jurisdiction over this petition pursuant to sections 6258 & 6259 and Code 
Civ. Proc. section 1085. 

4. Venue is proper in this Court. The records in question, or some portion of them, are 
situated in the County of Los Angeles. (§ 6259, subd. (a).) Also, Respondents reside in, and the 


acts and omissions complained of herein occurred in, the County of Los Angeles. (Code Civ. 


1 All further statutory references are to the Government Code unless otherwise indicated. 
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Proc. §§ 393, subd. (b) & 394, subd. (a).) 


GENERAL ALLEGATIONS 


5. This dispute arises from the failure of Respondents to comply with multiple lawful 


requests for public records. 


July 2019 Request 


6. On July 28, 2019, Petition made a records request (“July 2019 Request”) to Respondent 


pursuant to the CPRA. The request asked for all emails from March 24, 2018 through July 28, 


2019 TO/FROM/CC/BCC: 


a. 


b. 


Cc. 


d. 


Anyone on the Chinatown BID Board of Directors or staff and anyone at 
lacity.org. 

Anyone on the Chinatown BID Board of Directors or staff and anyone at 
lapd.online. 

Anyone on the Chinatown BID Board of Directors or staff and anyone at any of 
the following domains: hollywoodbid.org; ccala.org; historiccore.bid; 
downtownla.com; centralcityeast.org; epgla.com; kindelgagan.com; linerlaw.com; 
gslawla.com; or devine-strategies.com. 

Anyone on the Chinatown BID Board of Directors or staff and any of the 
following email addresses: beatus821@gmail.com; jesslall@gmail.com; 
renamastenleddy@yahoo.com; blairbesten@gmail.com; joshraymd@gmail.com; 


ellenendo@yahoo.com; jkumamoto@aol.com; robertnewman2@gmail.com. 


7. The July 2019 Request also asked for all emails from January 1, 2017 through July 28, 


2019 TO/FROM/CC/BCC: 
a. Anyone on the Chinatown BID Board of Directors and George Yu. 
b. All emails in the possession of George Yu which contain any of the following 
words or phrases: “Theo”; “Henderson”; “Alpine”; “Mario”; or “Zen”. 
c. George Yu and any email address at urbansolutionslaw.com. 


8. Petitioner asked for all emails to be provided in their native format. Petitioner also asked 


for attachments to be provided in their native formats. A true and correct copy of the 
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request is attached as Exhibit 1. 

9. All agencies are required to respond within 10 days from the receipt of the request with a 
determination of whether the agency possesses responsive documents. (§ 6253, subd. (c) 
(hereafter $ 6253(c)).) 

10. All agencies are required to make records “promptly available” to a person following a 
records request that “reasonably describes an identifiable record.” ($ 6253, subd. (b) (hereafter $ 
6253(b)).) 

11. The CPRA creates “a presumptive right of access to any record created or maintained by 
a public agency that relates in any way to the business of the public agency.” (Sander v. State 
Bar of California (2013) 58 Cal.4 300, 323.) 

12. Unless one of the exceptions stated in the Act applies, the public is entitled to “any 
writing containing information relating to the conduct of the public’s business owned, used, or 
retained by any state or local agency.” (§§ 6252, subd. (e) (hereafter § 6252 (e)) and 6253, subd. 
(a) (hereafter § 6253(a)).) 

13. Section 6253.9 requires public agency to deliver records in its native electronic format 
when requested to do so by a member of the public. 

14. Section $ 6253(b) requires that “[u]pon request, an exact copy [of a public record] shall 
be provided unless impracticable to do so.” 

15. In violation of sections 6252 (e) and 6253 (a)-(c), Respondent failed to respond within 10 
days of Petitioner’s request with a determination of whether Respondent was in possession of 
responsive documents. Respondent also failed to make responsive documents “promptly 
available” to Petitioner. 

16. On August 22, 2019, 25 days after Petitioner’s original request, Petitioner followed up on 
the July 2019 request. A true and correct copy of the email is attached as Exhibit 2. 

17. In violation of sections 6252 (e) and 6253 (a)-(c), Respondent failed to respond within 10 
days of Petitioner’s request with a determination of whether Respondent was in possession of 
responsive documents. Respondent also failed to make responsive documents “promptly 


available” to Petitioner. 
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18. At no time did Petitioner receive any response or acknowledgement of the July 2019 
Request from Respondent in violation of sections 6252 (e) and 6253 (a)-(c). 


August 2019 Request 


19. On August 3, 2019, Petitioner made a records request (“August 2019 Request”) to 
Respondent pursuant to the CPRA. The request asked for: 

a. All emails TO/FROM/CC/BCC anyone on the Chinatown BID Board of Directors 
or staff and anyone at aus.com. 

b. All emails TO/FROM/CC/BCC anyone on the Chinatown BID Board of Directors 
or staff and anyone at Allied Universal at any email address other than those 
covered in Y 19(a). Allied Universal is a security and facilities service company 
that owns the aus.com domain. 

c. All text messages between anyone on the Chinatown BID Board of Directors or 
staff and anyone at Allied Universal. 

d. All text messages between anyone at Allied Universal employed by or for the 
Chinatown BID and anyone not covered in Y 19(c). 

e. All photographs and all videos taken by anyone on the Chinatown BID Board of 
Directors or staff or anyone employed by the Chinatown BID that were taken as 
part of Chinatown BID duties. 

A true and correct copy of the request is attached as Exhibit 3. 

20. Petitioner asked for Respondent to provide all records responsive to the August 2019 
Request that were from between January 1, 2017 and August 3, 2019. 

21. Petitioner also requested that all emails were provided in their native format and that all 
attachments be provided in their native formats. 

22. In violation of sections 6252 (e) and 6253 (a)-(c), Respondent failed to respond within 10 
days of Petitioner’s request with a determination of whether Respondent was in possession of 
responsive documents. Respondent also failed to make responsive documents “promptly 
available” to Petitioner. 


23. On August 22, 2019, 19 days after the original request, Petitioner followed up to 
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Respondent on the status of the request. A true and correct copy of the email is attached as 
Exhibit 4. 

24. In violation of sections 6252 (e) and 6253 (a)-(c), Respondent failed to respond within 10 
days of Petitioner’s request with a determination of whether Respondent was in possession of 
responsive documents. Respondent also failed to make responsive documents “promptly 
available” to Petitioner. 

25. At no time did Petitioner receive any response or acknowledgement of the August 2019 
Request from Respondent in violation of sections 6252 (e) and 6253 (a)-(c). 

CAUSE OF ACTION 
For Violations of the California Public Records Act, Gov. Code section 6250 et seq. 

26. Petitioner realleges and incorporates by reference the preceding paragraphs in this 
Petition. 

27. Pursuant to section 6258, any persons may “institute proceeding for injunctive or 
declaratory relief or writ of mandate in any court of competent jurisdiction to enforce his or her 
right to inspect or receive a copy of any public record or class of public records under this 
chapter.” 

28. The records Petitioner seeks are public records, i.e., related to the conduct of the public’s 
business. 

29. Upon information and belief, Petitioner alleges that Respondent prepared, retained, used, 
or had control or constructive possession of public records that are responsive to Petitioner’s 
request. 

30. Petitioner alleges in accordance with section 6259, subdivision (a) that the information it 
seeks from Respondent is maintained in Los Angeles County. 

31. Respondent’s failure to provide responsive public records violates the CPRA. 

32. Petitioner requests that this Court issue a writ of mandate compelling Respondents to 
release the requested records. 


/ 
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REQUEST FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, Petitioner respectfully requests judgment as follows: 

1. That the Court issue a peremptory writ of mandate directing Respondent to make all 
requested documents available for inspection and provide a quote for direct costs of duplication 
of the records within 10 days of this Court’s order directing that they do so; 

2. That the Court enter an order awarding Petitioner his costs of suit and reasonable 
attorney’s fees and costs incurred in bringing this litigation; 


3. For such other relief as this Court deems just and proper. 


Dated: January 14, 2022 


By Alou HL 


Tasha Alyssa Hill 


By Gar a 
Mayá Hylton Gafza 


Attorneys for Petitioner 
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VERIFICATION 

I, Adrian Riskin, am a co-founder and member of the Los Angeles Sunshine Coalition, the 
Petitioner in this action. I have read the foregoing Petition for Writ of Mandate and know the 
contents thereof. The same is true of my knowledge, except as to those matters alleged on 


information and belief, and as to those matters, I also believe them to be true. 


I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of California that the foregoing is true and 


correct. 


Executed on January 13, 2022 |in Los Angeles, California. 


By: A Pp - 
Adrian Riskin, on behalf of the Los Angeles 


Sunshine Coalition 
Petitioner 
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EXHIBIT 1 


CPRA request (CBID.2019.07.28.a) 


Subject: CPRA request (CBID.2019.07.28.a) 

From: adrian@internet-mail.org 

Date: 7/28/19, 11:54 PM 

To: info@chinatownla.com, geoyu28@aol.com 

CC: avalente@trammellcrow.com, alexis@preened.com, 
avalente333@gmail.com, waylandt2001@yahoo.com 


Greetings, Chinatown BID friends! 

I would like to see copies of the following material: 

1. All emails between anyone on the CBID board or staff and anyone at lacity.org 

2. All emails between anyone on the CBID board or staff and anyone at lapd.online 

3. All emails between anyone on the CBID board or staff and anyone at ANY of the domains: 


hollywoodbid.org 
ccala.org 
historiccore.bid 
downtownla.com 
centralcityeast.org 
epgla.com 
kindelgagan.com 
linerlaw.com 
gslawla.com 
devine-strategies.com 


=. e- zeoeoe-4tv an TDW 


4. All emails between anyone on the CBID board or staff and ANY of the following email 
addresses: 


beatus821@gmail.com 
jesslall@gmail.com 
renamastenleddy@yahoo.com 
blairbesten@gmail.com 
joshraymd@gmail.com 
ellenendo@yahoo.com 
jkumamoto@aol. com 
robertnewman2@gmail.com 


TS ;+,+000 T Q 


I need to see these emails from March 24, 2018 through July 28, 2019. 


Additionally, I need to see emails meeting ANY of the following criteria from January 1, 
2017 through July 28, 2019: 


5. All emails between George Yu and anyone on the Chinatown BID board of directors. 


6. All emails in the possession of George Yu which contain any of the following words or 
phrases: 


a. Theo 
b. Henderson 


1 of 2 7/27/21, 4:39 PM 
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CPRA request (CBID.2019.07.28.a) 


c. Alpine 
d. Mario 
e. Zen 


7. All emails in the possession of George Yu which are to/from/cc/bcc ANY email address at 
urbansolutionsla.com. 


Please note that "between" means "TO/FROM/CC/BCC." Also, please note that I need to see 
these emails in a native email format as required by the CPRA at Section 6253.9(a) (1). 
Native email formats are EML, MSG, MBOX, or PST. I also need to see all attachments to 
these emails in their native formats. Please note that when you provide emails in native 
format their attachments are automatically included in native format. 


Finally, please note that a version of a given email in one mailbox is distinct from a 
version in a different mailbox. Thus in order to perform an adequate search in response 
to this request it is both necessary and sufficient to search each staff account through 
which BID business is conducted and each board member account through which BID business 
is conducted. Also, as you probably know, as long as BID business is conducted through an 
email account the records relating to that business are public records even if the owner 
of the account considers it to be a private account. 


Thank you for your anticipated cooperation, and I look forward to hearing from you within 
statutory deadlines. 


Adrian 


2 of 2 7/27/21, 4:39 PM 
11 


EXHIBIT 2 


Re: CPRA request (CBID.2019.07.28.a) 


1 of 2 


Subject: Re: CPRA request (CBID.2019.07.28.a) 

From: adrian@internet-mail.org 

Date: 8/22/19, 11:06 AM 

To: info@chinatownla.com, "George Yu" <geoyu28@aol.com> 
CC: avalente@trammellcrow.com, alexis@preened.com, 
avalente333@gmail.com, waylandt2001@yahoo.com 


Good morning, Chinatown BID friends! 


I am just checking on the status of this. A response is long overdue. Please don't 
continue to ignore this essential matter. 


Thanks, 
Adrian 


On Sun, Jul 28, 2019, at 8:54 PM, adrian@internet-mail.org wrote: 


Greetings, Chinatown BID friends! 
I would like to see copies of the following material: 
1. All emails between anyone on the CBID board or staff and anyone at lacity.org 


2. All emails between anyone on the CBID board or staff and anyone at 
lapd.online 


3. All emails between anyone on the CBID board or staff and anyone at 
ANY of the domains: 


hollywoodbid.org 
ccala.org 
historiccore.bid 
downtownla.com 
centralcityeast.org 
epgla.com 
kindelgagan.com 
linerlaw.com 
gslawla.com 
devine-strategies.com 
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4. All emails between anyone on the CBID board or staff and ANY of the 
following email addresses: 


beatus821@gmail. com 
jesslall@gmail.com 
renamastenleddy@yahoo.com 
blairbesten@gmail.com 
joshraymd@gmail.com 
ellenendo@yahoo.com 
jkumamoto@aol.com 
robertnewman2@gmail.com 


a 2 + a A oO 
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Re: CPRA request (CBID.2019.07.28.a) 


2 of 2 


I need to see these emails from March 24, 2018 through July 28, 2019. 


Additionally, I need to see emails meeting ANY of the following 
criteria from January 1, 2017 through July 28, 2019: 


5. All emails between George Yu and anyone on the Chinatown BID board 
of directors. 


6. All emails in the possession of George Yu which contain any of the 
following words or phrases: 


a. Theo 

b. Henderson 
c. Alpine 

d. Mario 

e. Zen 


7. All emails in the possession of George Yu which are to/from/cc/bcc 
ANY email address at urbansolutionsla.com. 


Please note that "between" means "TO/FROM/CC/BCC." Also, please note 
that I need to see these emails in a native email format as required by 
the CPRA at Section 6253.9(a)(1). Native email formats are EML, MSG, 
MBOX, or PST. I also need to see all attachments to these emails in 
their native formats. Please note that when you provide emails in 
native format their attachments are automatically included in native 
format. 


Finally, please note that a version of a given email in one mailbox is 
distinct from a version in a different mailbox. Thus in order to 
perform an adequate search in response to this request it is both 
necessary and sufficient to search each staff account through which BID 
business is conducted and each board member account through which BID 
business is conducted. Also, as you probably know, as long as BID 
business is conducted through an email account the records relating to 
that business are public records even if the owner of the account 
considers it to be a private account. 


Thank you for your anticipated cooperation, and I look forward to 
hearing from you within statutory deadlines. 


Adrian 
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EXHIBIT 3 


CPRA request (CBID.2019.07.08.a) 


Subject: CPRA request (CBID.2019.08.03.a) 

From: adrian@internet-mail.org 

Date: 8/3/19, 11:57 PM 

To: info@chinatownla.com, geoyu28@aol.com 

CC: avalente@trammellcrow.com, alexis@preened.com, 
avalente333@gmail.com, waylandt2001@yahoo.com 


Greetings, Chinatown BID friends! 
I would like to see copies of the following material: 
1. All emails between anyone on the CBID board or staff and anyone at aus.com 


2. All emails between anyone on the CBID board or staff and anyone at AUS at any email 
address other than those covered in part 1. 


3. All text messages between anyone on the CBID board or staff and anyone at AUS. 


4. All text messages between anyone at AUS employed by OR for the CBID and anyone not 
covered in part 3. 


5. All photographs AND all videos taken by anyone on the board or staff of the CBID OR 
anyone employed by the CBID that were taken as part of CBID duties. 


I need to see these records from between January 1, 2017 and August 3, 2019. 


Please note that "between" means "TO/FROM/CC/BCC." Also, please note that I need to see 
these emails in a native email format as required by the CPRA at Section 6253.9(a) (1). 
Native email formats are EML, MSG, MBOX, or PST. I also need to see all attachments to 
these emails in their native formats. Please note that when you provide emails in native 
format their attachments are automatically included in native format. 


Finally, please note that a version of a given email in one mailbox is distinct from a 
version in a different mailbox. Thus in order to perform an adequate search in response 
to this request it is both necessary and sufficient to search each staff account through 
which BID business is conducted and each board member account through which BID business 
is conducted. Also, as you probably know, as long as BID business is conducted through an 
email account the records relating to that business are public records even if the owner 
of the account considers it to be a private account. 


Please take steps to preserve these records IMMEDIATELY. Thank you for your anticipated 
cooperation, and I look forward to hearing from you within statutory deadlines. 


Adrian 


1 of 1 1,2/,214: 89 PM 


EXHIBIT 4 


Re: CPRA request (CBID.2019.08.03.a) 


Subject: Re: CPRA request (CBID.2019.08.03.a) 

From: adrian@internet-mail.org 

Date: 8/22/19, 11:07 AM 

To: info@chinatownla.com, "George Yu" <geoyu28@aol.com> 
CC: avalente@trammellcrow.com, alexis@preened.com, 
avalente333@gmail.com, waylandt2001@yahoo.com 


Good morning, Chinatown BID friends! 


I am just checking on the status of this. A response is long overdue. Please don't 
continue to ignore this essential matter. 


Thanks, 
Adrian 


On Sat, Aug 3, 2019, at 8:57 PM, adrian@internet-mail.org wrote: 


Greetings, Chinatown BID friends! 
I would like to see copies of the following material: 
1. All emails between anyone on the CBID board or staff and anyone at aus.com 


2. All emails between anyone on the CBID board or staff and anyone at 
AUS at any email address other than those covered in part 1. 


3. All text messages between anyone on the CBID board or staff and 
anyone at AUS. 


4. All text messages between anyone at AUS employed by OR for the CBID 
and anyone not covered in part 3. 


5. All photographs AND all videos taken by anyone on the board or staff 
of the CBID OR anyone employed by the CBID that were taken as part of 
CBID duties. 


I need to see these records from between January 1, 2017 and August 3, 2019. 


Please note that "between" means "TO/FROM/CC/BCC." Also, please note 
that I need to see these emails in a native email format as required by 
the CPRA at Section 6253.9(a)(1). Native email formats are EML, MSG, 
MBOX, or PST. I also need to see all attachments to these emails in 
their native formats. Please note that when you provide emails in 
native format their attachments are automatically included in native 
format. 


Finally, please note that a version of a given email in one mailbox is 
distinct from a version in a different mailbox. Thus in order to 
perform an adequate search in response to this request it is both 
necessary and sufficient to search each staff account through which BID 
business is conducted and each board member account through which BID 
business is conducted. Also, as you probably know, as long as BID 


1 of 2 7/27/21, 4:39 PM 
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Re: CPRA request (CBID.2019.08.03.a) 


2 of 2 


business is conducted through an email account the records relating to 
that business are public records even if the owner of the account 
considers it to be a private account. 


Please take steps to preserve these records IMMEDIATELY. Thank you for 
your anticipated cooperation, and I look forward to hearing from you 
within statutory deadlines. 


Adrian 
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